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stances, the elders long withholding their consent. At the
end of two years the perseverance of the lovers triumphed, and
they were united. A numerous progeny was for a long time
the only wealth of this constant couple. Born during the
course of then: mother's peregrinations, each child was the na-
tive of a different place. Several died in early childhood, and
sk reached adultness. Of these, Sarah, Eaphael, Leah, and
Dinah still live; Rebecca died three years ago; and of the
death of Rachel we shall have hereafter to make more partic-
ular mention. These Biblical names proclaiming too plainly
the race of the bearers, they were laid aside, and more com-
monplace ones substituted. Sarah and Raphael alone kept
theire; the other children were known as Eliza," Rosalie, Char-
lotte, and Emilia. When they subsequently came before the
public, however, the prestige attached to uncommon names in-
duced them to resume their original ones. On the day of her
debut Eliza appeared as Rachel, Rosalie afterward came -out
as Rebecca, Charlotte was Leah, and Emilia Dinah. Even
Madame Felix, who had Christianized herself so far as adopt-
ing the name of Sophia went, took the more euphonious one
of Noemi.
; Fortune long frowned on the Felix family. Pursuing from
town to village, and from fair to fair, their precarious and toil-
some career, earning with difficulty their uncertain daily bread,
the parents, like the majority of itinerant Jews, carried on a
variety of avocations, but had no regular trade or profession.
Sarah, the eldest child, was born in Germany, and in the
very heart of the Jewish customs and traditions. Of all the
family, she is the most thorough Hebrew at heart.
Raphael was born in Macon, Rebecca in Lyons, and Dinah
in Paris.
It was in a little wretched inn in Munf (Canton of Aran,
Switzerland), on the 24th of March, 1821, according to the
best authenticated account, that the wife of the poor peddler
gave birth to the child who was to be the source of wealth
and prosperity to the whole family. We have given this place
of birth, as we have said, from the best authenticated accounts;
for, in reality, nothing can be found to designate with certain-
ty the esact spot. AH that remains to record the event, so

